
    


    
    Top
   
    







  
    
      
        
          
            
          
        
        
          
          
            PDFelement: PDF Editor, Scanner

            Edit, Convert, Annotate PDF

            Edit, Annotate PDF

          

        

      

      OPEN
      OPEN
    

  




  
    
      
        
          wondershare
        

        
          
            
          
          
            
          
        
        
          	
  
    Video Creativity
    
      
    
  
  
    
      
        Video Creativity Products

        
          
          
            Filmora
            Complete video editing tool.

          

        
        
          
          
            DemoCreator
            Efficient tutorial video maker.

          

        
        
          
          
            UniConverter
            High-speed media conversion.

          

        
        
          
          
            Virbo
            Powerful AI video generator.

          

        
        
          
          
            Presentory
            AI video presentation maker.

          

        
        View all products
      

      
        Explore

        	Overview
	Video
	Photo
	Creative Center


      

    

  


	
  
    Diagram & Graphics
    
      
    
  
  
    
      
        Diagram & Graphics Products

        
          
          
            EdrawMax
            Simple diagramming.

          

        
        
          
          
            EdrawMind
            Collaborative mind mapping.

          

        
        
          
          
            EdrawProj
            A professional Gantt chart tool.

          

        
        
          
          
            Mockitt
            Design, prototype & collaborate online.

          

        
        View all products
      

    

  


	
  
    PDF Solutions
    
      
    
  
  
    
      
        PDF Solutions Products

        
          
          
            PDFelement
            PDF creation and editing.

          

        
        
          
          
            Document Cloud
            Cloud-based document management.

          

        
        
          
          
            PDF Reader
            Simple and free PDF reading.

          

        
        
          
          
            HiPDF
            Free All-In-One Online PDF Tool.

          

        
        View all products
      

    

  


	
  
    Data Management
    
      
    
  
  
    
      
        Data Management Products

        
          
          
            Recoverit
            Lost file recovery.

          

        
        
          
          
            Repairit
            Repair broken videos, photos, etc.

          

        
        
          
          
            Dr.Fone
            Mobile device management.

          

        
        
          
          
            MobileTrans
            Phone to phone transfer.

          

        
        
          
          
            FamiSafe
            Parental control app.

          

        
        View all products
      

    

  


	Explore AI
	Business
	Shop
	Support
	
              Sign in
            
	
              
              
                
                Account Center
                Sign out
              

            


        

      

    

  
  
    
      
        
          
            
            PDFelement
          
        

        
          
            
          
          
            
          
        
        
          	
              
                Products
                
                  
                    
                  
                

              
              
                
                  
                    
                      
                        
                          
                            Desktop

                            
                            	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                  
                                  PDFelement for Windows
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                  
                                  PDFelement for Mac
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                  
                                  PDF Reader for Windows
                                
                              


                          

                        

                        

                        
                          
                            Mobile App

                            
                            	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                  
                                  PDFelement for iPhone/iPad
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                  
                                  PDFelement for Android
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                  
                                  InstaScan - PDF Scanner for iPhone
                                
                              


                          

                        

                        

                        
                          
                            Cloud & SDK

                            
                            	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                  
                                  Document Cloud
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                  
                                  PDFelement Pro DC
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                  
                                  PDFelement SDK
                                
                              


                          

                        

                        

                        
                          
                            
                              What's New
                            

                            
                            	
                                
                                  
                                
                              


                          

                        

                      

                    

                  

                

              

            
	
              
                Solutions
                
                  
                    
                  
                

              
              
                
                  
                    
                      
                        
                          
                            Educational Users

                            
                            	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                  
                                  Read PDF
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                  
                                  Annotate PDF
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                  
                                  Create PDF
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                  
                                  Combine PDF
                                
                              


                          

                        

                        

                        
                          
                            Personal Users

                            
                            	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                  
                                  Convert PDF
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                  
                                  Edit PDF
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                  
                                  Compress PDF
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                  
                                  Organize PDF
                                
                              


                          

                        

                        

                        
                          
                            Professional Users

                            
                            
                              	
                                  
                                    
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                    
                                    PDF Form
                                  
                                
	
                                  
                                    
                                      
                                      
                                    
                                    Sign PDF
                                  
                                
	
                                  
                                    
                                      
                                      
                                    
                                    Protect PDF
                                  
                                
	
                                  
                                    
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                    
                                    Batch PDF
                                  
                                


                              	
                                  
                                    
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                    
                                    PDF OCR
                                  
                                
	
                                  
                                    
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                    
                                    Extract PDF Data
                                  
                                
	
                                  
                                    
                                      
                                    
                                    AI-Powered PDF Tool
                                  
                                
	
                                  
                                    
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                    
                                    eSign PDFs Legally
                                  
                                


                            

                          

                        

                        
                          
                            
                              Industries
                            

                            
                            
                              	
                                  Education
                                
	
                                  IT Service
                                
	
                                  Legal
                                
	
                                  Healthcare
                                


                              	
                                  Financial
                                
	
                                  Government
                                
	
                                  Publishing
                                
	
                                  Freelancer
                                


                            

                          

                        

                      

                      
                        All PDF Features
                      

                    

                  

                

              

            
	
              
                Resources & Help
                
                  
                    
                  
                

              
              
                
                  
                    
                      
                        
                          
                            Hot Topics

                            
                            	
                                Top List
                              
	
                                Mac Software
                              
	
                                PDF Apps
                              
	
                                OCR PDF Tips
                              
	
                                Sign PDF Tips
                              
	
                                Edit PDF like Word
                              
	
                                PDF Converter Tips
                              
	
                                PDF Compressor Tips
                              


                            Find More Topics
                          

                        

                        

                        
                          
                            
                              
                                Why PDFelement

                                
                                	
                                    Customer Stories
                                  
	
                                    PDF Software Comparison
                                  


                              

                            

                            
                              
                                Better Use

                                
                                	
                                    Tech Specs
                                  
	
                                    Contact Support
                                  


                              

                            

                            
                              
                                User Guide

                                
                                	
                                    PDFelement for Windows
                                  
	
                                    PDFelement for Mac
                                  
	
                                    PDFelement for iOS
                                  
	
                                    PDFelement for Android
                                  


                              

                            

                            
                              
                                 

                                
                                	
                                    PDF Reader
                                  
	
                                    Document Cloud
                                  
	
                                    InstaScan for iPhone
                                  


                              

                            

                          

                        

                        

                        
                          
                            Explore More

                            
                            	
                                Reviews
                                See what our users say.

                              
	
                                Free PDF Templates
                                Edit, print, and customize free templates.

                              
	
                                PDF Knowledge
                                PDF-related information you need.

                              
	
                                Download Center
                                Download the most powerful and simple PDF tools.

                              


                          

                        

                      

                    

                  

                

              

            
	
              Upgrade
            
	
              Business
            
	
              Download
              Download
              Pricing
              Pricing
            
	
              
                
                  
                    
                    
                  
                
              
            


        

      

    

  


 




          
          
            
              
                
                  
    Office Converter

    
      	
              
                  Text Converter

              

              
                  	PDF to Text
	PDF to Readable Text
	TXT to PDF
	PDF to Rich Text
	PDF to Plain Text
	XML to Text
	PDF to Text Python
	PDF to Text Linux
	Online PDF to Text


              

          
	
            
                RTF Converter

            

            
                	PDF to RTF
	RTFD to PDF
	RTF to PDF


            

        
	
          
              Note Converter

          

          
              	PDF to OneNote
	PDF To Notepad
	Evernote to PDF


          

      
	
        
            WPS Converter

        

        
            	PDF to WPS
	WPS to PDF
	PDF to HWP


        

    
	
        
            Email Converter

        

        
            	EML to PDF
	Outlook Email as PDF
	PDF to HWP


        

    


  Try It Free    Try It Free  Try It Free
    

  

                

              

              
                  
            

          
          


    
		
		  	  	    
      
    
		
      
        
          How to Convert PDF to Plain Text

        

      

      
        

          
            
              
            

            
              
                
                  
                    Elise Williams

                  

                

                
                  
                    2024-01-08 18:46:10 • Filed to:
                    Office Converter
                    • Proven solutions
                  

                

              

            

          

          Converting PDF to plain text is usually done when you want to edit the content in a text editor like Notepad or Apple Notes. You do it so the formatting is removed and the content is just simple text. This simple text, which is also known as plain text, is a type of lightweight file format that doesn't allow for style elements like font types, colors, etc. This article will show three methods on how to convert PDF into plain text documents.




	Method 1: How to Convert PDF to Plain Text with PDFelement
	Method 2: How to Convert PDF to Plain Text with Online Tool
	What is Plain Text and the Differences between Plain Text and HTML




Tool #1 - How to Convert PDF to Plain Text with PDFelement

Wondershare PDFelement - PDF Editor is an all-around PDF management tool with powerful, fast, and accurate conversion features. You can choose HTML as your output file, as well as Office files, and several other formats. The "To Text" option can also extract all text data from the PDF or perform OCR if the documents were scanned or photographed. The Pro version offers an OCR plugin that you can quickly activate to convert scanned PDFs into searchable, readable, and editable text.
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In addition, you can use PDFelement to edit PDFs, annotate them, secure them with password encryption, e-sign them, create PDF forms, edit and fill forms, and even convert non-interactive forms to fully fillable and interactive ones.

Here's how to convert PDF to HTML:

	Step 1. You can drag-drop a PDF document right on to the PDFelement icon or into the interface if it's open; you can also use the "Open files" option on the home page or the "File" → "Open" way from within the software.
	Step 2. Click on the "Convert" tab at the top and the "To Text" button on the toolbar. You'll also see a "Convert PDF" option on the home page, which is there for convenience's sake. Either of these options will open a dialog box for conversion settings. If the data is non-editable, the software will prompt you to "Perform OCR" before the text can be extracted. At this point, you can also choose to convert the PDF into HTML or any other format you like.
	Step 3. Confirm the settings and wait for your output file to be generated.




PDFelement is known to be faster and more reliable at converting disparate file types from PDF into their original formats. There are also several specific rules you can apply before converting, and it gives you more freedom than most other PDF editors.
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Tool #2 - How to Convert PDF to Plain Text Online Free

One free option to convert your PDFs to plain text files is to use an online PDF editor like hipdf. The service is free, and if you have a strong connection providing you high-speed Internet access, this might be a better option than downloading an application for PDF conversions. That's especially true if you don't do such tasks very often. Here are the steps:

	1. Go to the hipdf homepage and click on "All tools" on the header and choose "PDF to HTML" or any other option per your preference.
	2. You can now open your files from a Drive or Dropbox account, use the "Choose File" button, or easily drag the files into the demarcated area of the browser tab.
	3. Hit the "Convert" button, wait for the progress bar to reach 100%, then hit the "Download" button, the download icon next to the file name, or one of the cloud storage services you're already signed into on that device. Save the file and you're done.




With hipdf, the conversion is clean and all the text elements are extracted neatly into the .txt file. If you're concerned about online data theft, you're better off using a downloadable application like PDFelement. It is available for download not only on Windows and Mac, but also on iOS and Android. Based on your subscription, you can have access to Standard and Professional features across all your devices.





What is Plain Text

The simplest definition of plain text is actually the name itself. Think of a program devoid of any graphical elements or any other objects other than letters, numbers, spaces, line breaks, punctuation marks, and other basic, human-readable content. There are no options for formatting the text, but it does support some special character codes. The best way to understand plain text is to look at rich text, which is essentially plain text with all the accompanying information or metadata that carries the style information for font, color, links, and so on.

What is the Difference between Plain Text and HTML

Exactly the way rich text adds all the attribute and style elements to plain text, HTML goes a step further by allowing you to include images, designs, videos, themes, and other advanced graphical elements. However, plain text is more dependable because it is device-agnostic. If you send an HTML email, for example, and the recipient's email application can't open it, it will default to plain text mode.

Next, let's look at some tools - both online and offline (downloadable) - that you can use to convert PDF into plain text. This is extremely useful when you want to review a document without any of the images or other graphical 'distractions' in a typical PDF element. It will extract the text alone and give that to you in a readable format; namely, a plain text file with a .txt extension.
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