
    


    
    Top
   
    







  
    
      
        
          
            
          
        
        
          
          
            PDFelement: PDF Editor, Scanner

            Edit, Convert, Annotate PDF

            Edit, Annotate PDF

          

        

      

      OPEN
      OPEN
    

  




  
    
      
        
          wondershare
        

        
          
            
          
          
            
          
        
        
          	
  
    Video Creativity
    
      
    
  
  
    
      
        Video Creativity Products

        
          
          
            Filmora
            Complete video editing tool.

          

        
        
          
          
            DemoCreator
            Efficient tutorial video maker.

          

        
        
          
          
            UniConverter
            High-speed media conversion.

          

        
        
          
          
            Virbo
            Powerful AI video generator.

          

        
        
          
          
            Presentory
            AI video presentation maker.

          

        
        View all products
      

      
        Explore

        	Overview
	Video
	Photo
	Creative Center


      

    

  


	
  
    Diagram & Graphics
    
      
    
  
  
    
      
        Diagram & Graphics Products

        
          
          
            EdrawMax
            Simple diagramming.

          

        
        
          
          
            EdrawMind
            Collaborative mind mapping.

          

        
        
          
          
            EdrawProj
            A professional Gantt chart tool.

          

        
        
          
          
            Mockitt
            Design, prototype & collaborate online.

          

        
        View all products
      

    

  


	
  
    PDF Solutions
    
      
    
  
  
    
      
        PDF Solutions Products

        
          
          
            PDFelement
            PDF creation and editing.

          

        
        
          
          
            Document Cloud
            Cloud-based document management.

          

        
        
          
          
            PDF Reader
            Simple and free PDF reading.

          

        
        
          
          
            HiPDF
            Free All-In-One Online PDF Tool.

          

        
        View all products
      

    

  


	
  
    Data Management
    
      
    
  
  
    
      
        Data Management Products

        
          
          
            Recoverit
            Lost file recovery.

          

        
        
          
          
            Repairit
            Repair broken videos, photos, etc.

          

        
        
          
          
            Dr.Fone
            Mobile device management.

          

        
        
          
          
            MobileTrans
            Phone to phone transfer.

          

        
        
          
          
            FamiSafe
            Parental control app.

          

        
        View all products
      

    

  


	Explore AI
	Business
	Shop
	Support
	
              Sign in
            
	
              
              
                
                Account Center
                Sign out
              

            


        

      

    

  
  
    
      
        
          
            
            PDFelement
          
        

        
          
            
          
          
            
          
        
        
          	
              
                Products
                
                  
                    
                  
                

              
              
                
                  
                    
                      
                        
                          
                            Desktop

                            
                            	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                  
                                  PDFelement for Windows
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                  
                                  PDFelement for Mac
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                  
                                  PDF Reader for Windows
                                
                              


                          

                        

                        

                        
                          
                            Mobile App

                            
                            	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                  
                                  PDFelement for iPhone/iPad
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                  
                                  PDFelement for Android
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                  
                                  InstaScan - PDF Scanner for iPhone
                                
                              


                          

                        

                        

                        
                          
                            Cloud & SDK

                            
                            	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                  
                                  Document Cloud
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                  
                                  PDFelement Pro DC
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                  
                                  PDFelement SDK
                                
                              


                          

                        

                        

                        
                          
                            
                              What's New
                            

                            
                            	
                                
                                  
                                
                              


                          

                        

                      

                    

                  

                

              

            
	
              
                Solutions
                
                  
                    
                  
                

              
              
                
                  
                    
                      
                        
                          
                            Educational Users

                            
                            	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                  
                                  Read PDF
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                  
                                  Annotate PDF
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                  
                                  Create PDF
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                  
                                  Combine PDF
                                
                              


                          

                        

                        

                        
                          
                            Personal Users

                            
                            	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                  
                                  Convert PDF
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                  
                                  Edit PDF
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                  
                                  Compress PDF
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                  
                                  Organize PDF
                                
                              


                          

                        

                        

                        
                          
                            Professional Users

                            
                            
                              	
                                  
                                    
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                    
                                    PDF Form
                                  
                                
	
                                  
                                    
                                      
                                      
                                    
                                    Sign PDF
                                  
                                
	
                                  
                                    
                                      
                                      
                                    
                                    Protect PDF
                                  
                                
	
                                  
                                    
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                    
                                    Batch PDF
                                  
                                


                              	
                                  
                                    
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                    
                                    PDF OCR
                                  
                                
	
                                  
                                    
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                    
                                    Extract PDF Data
                                  
                                
	
                                  
                                    
                                      
                                    
                                    AI-Powered PDF Tool
                                  
                                
	
                                  
                                    
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                    
                                    eSign PDFs Legally
                                  
                                


                            

                          

                        

                        
                          
                            
                              Industries
                            

                            
                            
                              	
                                  Education
                                
	
                                  IT Service
                                
	
                                  Legal
                                
	
                                  Healthcare
                                


                              	
                                  Financial
                                
	
                                  Government
                                
	
                                  Publishing
                                
	
                                  Freelancer
                                


                            

                          

                        

                      

                      
                        All PDF Features
                      

                    

                  

                

              

            
	
              
                Resources & Help
                
                  
                    
                  
                

              
              
                
                  
                    
                      
                        
                          
                            Hot Topics

                            
                            	
                                Top List
                              
	
                                Mac Software
                              
	
                                PDF Apps
                              
	
                                OCR PDF Tips
                              
	
                                Sign PDF Tips
                              
	
                                Edit PDF like Word
                              
	
                                PDF Converter Tips
                              
	
                                PDF Compressor Tips
                              


                            Find More Topics
                          

                        

                        

                        
                          
                            
                              
                                Why PDFelement

                                
                                	
                                    Customer Stories
                                  
	
                                    PDF Software Comparison
                                  


                              

                            

                            
                              
                                Better Use

                                
                                	
                                    Tech Specs
                                  
	
                                    Contact Support
                                  


                              

                            

                            
                              
                                User Guide

                                
                                	
                                    PDFelement for Windows
                                  
	
                                    PDFelement for Mac
                                  
	
                                    PDFelement for iOS
                                  
	
                                    PDFelement for Android
                                  


                              

                            

                            
                              
                                 

                                
                                	
                                    PDF Reader
                                  
	
                                    Document Cloud
                                  
	
                                    InstaScan for iPhone
                                  


                              

                            

                          

                        

                        

                        
                          
                            Explore More

                            
                            	
                                Reviews
                                See what our users say.

                              
	
                                Free PDF Templates
                                Edit, print, and customize free templates.

                              
	
                                PDF Knowledge
                                PDF-related information you need.

                              
	
                                Download Center
                                Download the most powerful and simple PDF tools.

                              


                          

                        

                      

                    

                  

                

              

            
	
              Upgrade
            
	
              Business
            
	
              Download
              Download
              Pricing
              Pricing
            
	
              
                
                  
                    
                    
                  
                
              
            


        

      

    

  


 




          
          
            
              
                
                  Related Articles


    	
            
                OCR Knowledge

            

            
                	What is OCR
	How to OCR PDF
	How to OCR PDF Online
	How to Batch OCR
	PDF Text Recognition
	Edit Scanned PDF
	Highlight in Scanned PDF
	Search Scanned PDF
	Optimize Scanned PDF
	Read Text from Image
	Copy Text from Image


            

        
	
            
                Convert Scanned PDF

            

            
                	Convert Scanned PDF
	PDF to Readable Text
	Scanned PDF to Text
	Scanned PDF to Word
	PDF to Editable Word
	Scanned PDF to Word Online
	Scanned PDF to Excel
	PDF to Editable PPT
	PDF to Editable PDF
	PDF to Searchable PDF


            

        
	
            
                Scan to PDF

            

            
                	Scan Multiple Pages to PDF
	Scanned Document to PDF
	Scan to PDF on Windows 11/10
	Scan Image to PDF
	Scan JPG to PDF


            

        
	
            
                Convert Image to Text

            

            
                	Handwriting to Text
	JPG to Text
	PNG to Text
	Picture to Text
	Screenshot to Text
	Image to Text
	Image Text Recognition


            

        
	
            
                Convert Image to Office

            

            
                	Image to Word
	PNG to Word
	JPG to Word
	TIFF to Word
	BMP to Word
	Image to PPT
	PNG to PPT
	JPG to PPT
	Scan to Excel Converter
	Image to Excel Converter
	PNG to Excel
	BMP to Excel
	TIFF to Excel


            

        
	
            
                Convert Image to Others

            

            
                	Image to HTML
	PNG to HTML
	JPG  to HTML
	JPG to EPUB


            

        
	
            
                Top OCR Softwares

            

            
                	Free OCR Reader
	PDF to Word Converter
	Tools to OCR Screenshot
	Free Scan to PDF Software
	Free PDF Scanners
	Text Scanner Apps
	Picture to Word Converter
	Image Translator


            

        
	
            
                OCR Language

            

            
                	Russian OCR
	Japanese OCR
	Arabic OCR
	Chinese OCR


            

        


  Try It Free    Try It Free  Try It Free


                

              

              
                  
            

          
          


    
		
		  	  	    
      
    
		
      
        
          How to Convert PDF to Editable Text

        

      

      
        

          
            
              
            

            
              
                
                  
                    Margarete Cotty

                  

                

                
                  
                    2024-01-08 18:46:10 • Filed to:
                    PDF Converter
                    • Proven solutions
                  

                

              

            

          

          To convert PDF into editable text, software applications use a module that's built on Optical Character Recognition technology, or OCR technology. What it does is to scan the images and extract text characters from a mix of content types. In some cases, it's a straightforward text-only image PDF; in advanced use cases, it can extract the text from a mix of text, pictures, and other objects in the source PDF file. Although there are several free OCR options, the really accurate ones require a pro-level PDF editor. Today, we'll show you how to use the OCR plugin for Wondershare PDFelement - PDF Editor to convert scanned PDFs into editable text-based PDFs.
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How to Convert PDF to Editable Text

Once you register your pro product, download the OCR plugin from within the software and enable it by following the on-screen instructions. That done, PDFelement will now be able to prompt you to "Perform OCR" whenever a scanned PDF that is image-based is opened. Here are the steps to do the OCR conversion of a scanned document.

Step 1. Click "Perform OCR"

When you see the notification to "Perform OCR", click on it. The software will prepare the document for conversion using the plugin you enabled. You can also enter OCR mode by clicking the "Tool" > "OCR" option in the toolbar below it.



Step 2. Apply OCR Settings

Tweak your OCR parameters like language, choosing specific pages to convert, and even choosing between searchable text in image and editable text options. The one you want for this is "Scan to editable Text".



Step 3. Editing Text after OCR

Since you converted the file for a specific purpose, we'll show you how to edit the text content after conversion. Click the "Edit" tab at the top and the "Edit" icon in the toolbar below.



In addition to text, you can edit images, links, annotations, footers, and headers, and just about any object in the PDF document. Save the file when you're done and you're good to go.

PDFelement for Windows and Mac (also iOS and Android) is a full-featured PDF editor with basic and advanced features. Basic features include the following:

	Edit any PDF object, text, or element with all the necessary tools.
	Read, annotate, and mark-up your PDFs with clear notes, callouts, shapes, stamps, and more.
	Create PDF from practically any digital document source.
	Manage PDF pages and files with reordering, merging, splitting, and other essential functions.
	Fill digital forms quickly and put your signature on the document.
	Convert non-interactive forms to completely fillable PDF forms.
	Advanced form-creation and data extraction capabilities.
	Accurate and fast OCR.
	An extensive number of batch processes to improve your productivity.
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How to Convert PDF to Editable Text Free Online

Using an online OCR service like hipdf, you can avoid installing software and save time. However, you'll need a robust Internet connection and a large data cap if you're going to use it regularly. Essentially, it works the same way as PDFelement, but with the difference that the OCR processing is done remotely on a cloud server. And you'll find the same level of accuracy as long as your connection is a stable one. To use the service for free, you'll need a Pro subscription that also gives you the desktop version. Many customers feel that they can rely on an online service in a pinch but prefer downloadable software because of the greater level of security.

	1. To convert your scanned PDF into editable text on hipdf, go to their homepage and click on the "OCR" button in the header.
	2. Click the "Choose File" button to upload the file or upload it by dragging it into the browser window.
	3. Tweak the language and other settings, and choose the type of conversion - editable or searchable. Download the file when prompted and continue to edit the file using hipdf.




Your PDF will now be fully editable but you can still retain the original PDF scanned or photographed image-based file.
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