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PDFelement-Powerful and Simple PDF Editor

Get started with the easiest way to manage PDFs with PDFelement!
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You may have two very similar PDFs saved on your computer. The difference may be intentional. Perhaps, one file is for your co-workers, while the other is for the manager or for the boss. The problem is you can't remember which version is which. PDF comparison software can help you. Such is DiffPDF. It lets you compare PDFs on Linux.

How to use DiffPDF to compare PDFs on Ubuntu Linux? That's what this article is for. Please continue reading to know more.



In this article

Part 1 What is DiffPDF?

Part 2 How To Install and Uninstall DiffPDF on Linux

Part 3 How to Compare PDF on Linux Ubuntu with DiffPDF

Part 4 How To Compare PDFs on Windows







What is DiffPDF?

DiffPDF is a play on the words "difference" and "PDF." It is a simple utility program that checks the changes and differences between two PDF files. The best thing is that DiffPDF is lightweight. It requires less storage space than other productivity tools. Furthermore, DiffPDF is 100% free. So you don't have to shell out money to use it.



How To Install and Uninstall DiffPDF on Linux

Installing or uninstalling programs on Ubuntu Linux is not like how you do it on Windows or Mac. Here, you use lines of code. Here are the codes you need to run to install or uninstall DiffPDF on Ubuntu Linux.

To install DiffPDF, type: sudo apt-get install diffpdf.

When removing or uninstalling the program, you have more options.

	To remove DiffPDF, use the command: sudo apt-get remove diffpdf.
	To remove the DiffPDF package as well as its dependencies, use the command: sudo apt-get remove --auto-remove diffpdf.
	For completely removing DIffPDF with all the configuration files, the command to run is sudo apt-get purge diffpdf. You can also use the command: sudo apt-get purge --auto-remove diffpdf.




How to Compare PDF on Linux Ubuntu with DiffPDF

Step 1 Launch DiffPDF.

Step 2 Import the two PDF files you want to compare. They will appear side by side on the screen, labeled as "File #1" and "File #2."



Step 3 You can compare PDFs using words, characters, or graphics. Adjust the settings on the right-hand panel based on your preference.

	To compare using words, select Text under Comparison Mode. It is the default option.
	To compare graphics (images, graphs, etc.), select Appearance under Comparison Mode.
	You can also use Characteras the Comparison Mode if you want to compare the PDFs through characters.


Step 4 Click Compare.



Note: After clicking the Compare button, the differences between the two PDFs will be highlighted. You can change the highlight color to make the differences easier for you to see. Just click the Options button and select your preferred color in the "Highlighting" tab.





Customer Feedback

A reviewer from Download.cnet has nothing but commendation about DIffPDF's capabilities. They wrote that it lets you spot differences between PDFs that are difficult to spot using your eyes. DiffPDF can show you even the subtlest difference between the files. The process is also quicker and much easier. So, the editor says you'll appreciate this freeware.



Pros & Cons of DiffPDF

Here are the pros and cons of DiffPDF to help you decide if it's worth it.




Pros

  
DiffPDF is free and does not require registration.



  
It is easy to use. Compare two PDFs with just a few clicks.



  
Offers options to compare PDF files through words, appearance, or characters.



  
The side-by-side comparison layout makes it easy to see the differences between 2 PDFs.









Cons

   
It can't do anything other than highlight the differences between the two PDFs. You still need another tool to edit them.











How To Compare PDFs on Windows

So that's how you compare PDFs on Ubuntu Linux. How about on Windows? If you liked what DiffPDF provides, you'd be pleased to hear it is also available in the Windows OS. The thing is that the Windows version has the same problem as the Linux version. It is only a PDF comparison tool. DiffPDF does not allow you to do more than that.

Here is a suggestion. Instead of using DiffPDF, you can choose a more feature-rich PDF comparison tool. Wondershare PDFelement - PDF Editor, for example. You can use this software to compare PDF documents. But unlike DiffPDF, PDFelement lets you do more. For instance, you can use PDFelement to edit the PDFs. You can also extract pages. Converting Word and other files to PDF and then comparing them is possible.

The catch is that PDFelement is less lightweight than DiffPDF. But that is a minuscule sacrifice for extra handy features and more processing power.
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1. How To Compare PDF Files Using PDFelement

You can access PDFelement's Compare feature on the main menu or while a PDF is open.

Here's how to compare an active PDF with another PDF on PDFelement:

Step 1 While the PDF file is open on PDFelement, click Tools.

Step 2 Click Compare.



Step 3 The "File Comparison" window will pop up, with the active PDF automatically slotted as file #1.



Step 4 Click Select File on the right or the Folder icon to import the second PDF.  Click Compare.

Step 5 The documents will appear side-by-side with the differences highlighted. PDFelement assigns a different highlighter color for each type of difference. For example, insertions are highlighted in blue, while modifications are highlighted in green.



Step 6 The left panel will show a list of the differences between the two PDFs. Use the Previous Change and Next Changeto view the items one by one.



Step 7 Use the Filter feature to show only text or image comparisons.
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How To Compare PDFs by Using the Compare Tool on PDFelement's Main Menu

You can also access the PDF Comparison feature from PDFelement's main interface. Here's how to do it:

1. Launch Wondershare PDFelement on your Windows PC.

2. Select Compare.



3. Click the Folder icon or the Select File button on the left to import the "Old File."

4. Import the "New File" by clicking the Folder icon or the Select File button on the right.

5. Click Compare.

6. Follow steps 6 - 7 from the How To Compare an Active PDF with Another PDF in PDFelement 
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2. Other Features of PDFelement

As mentioned above, you should choose PDFelement over DiffPDF if you want there to be more features. But what are the other things PDFelement lets you do other than compare PDFs? PDFelement allows you to:

	Edit PDF files.
	Convert files to PDF.
	Extract pages from PDF files.
	Merge or Split PDF files.
	Perform OCR on PDF files.
	Annotate and comment on PDF files.
	Upload PDF files to the cloud.




3. Pros and Cons

Wondershare PDFelement is by no means a perfect tool. It has its downsides. But are they that bad? Here are PDFelement's pros and cons to help you decide for yourself:




Pros

  
You don't have to select a category when comparing PDF files using PDFelement. It compares them through text and images.



  
Includes filters you can use to show only the differences that you care about.



  
Offers more features that you can use after comparing PDFs. For example, it allows you to edit PDFs or add annotations and notes.









Cons

   
Not as lightweight as DiffPDF



   
You can't use the compare feature after the free trial expires.



   
Other features are also locked in the paid version.











Conclusion

Using DiffPDF to compare PDF files on Ubuntu Linux is not that hard. The installation process may be confusing, but it's easy sailing after that. The interface is intuitive enough that you can easily understand what you need to do.

Unfortunately, DiffPDF is only for PDF comparison. Thus, if you are on Windows, where there are more options, you may want to look into them. For example, Wondershare PDFelement is an all-in-one PDF solution. It allows you to compare PDFs as well as edit or split them and more.



      

    
    
  
    
    
      
        
          
            
              
                
              

              
                Elise Williams

              

            
          

          
            
              
              
                
                  
                    
                  
                
              
              
              
              
              
                
                  
                    
                  
                
              
              
            

          

        

      

    
    
  
    
    
      
        
          
            You may also like

            
                            
              
              
                
                  PDFelement
                  
                    Wide Application of PDF Format in E-government

                    

                  

                

              

              
              
              
              
                
                  PDFelement
                  
                    4 Different Ways to Insert PDF into Word Document

                    

                  

                

              

              
              
              
              
                
                  PDFelement
                  
                    How to Open PDF in Google Docs (Updated for 2024)

                    

                  

                

              

              
              
              
              
                
                  PDFelement
                  
                    Free Open Source PDF Editors 2024- Updated

                    

                  

                

              

              
              
            

          

        

      

    
     
  
    
         
    
      


        
            
        
    Edit PDF Solutions

    
      	
              
                  Editing Tips

              

              
                  	Free PDF Editor
	Free PDF Writer
	Open Source PDF Editor
	Spell Check PDF
	Copy and Paste from PDF
	Move and Align Objects
	How to Edit PDF File
	Can't Edit PDF
	PDF Metadata Viewer
	Edit Metadata
	PDF Graphic Editors
	Flatten PDF
	 Online PDF Editor
	Flatten PDF Online
	Ubuntu PDF Editor
	Edit PDF on Linux
	Edit PDF in Chrome
	Snapshot PDF


              

          
	
            
                PDF Watermark

            

            
                	PDF Watermark Remover
	Remove Watermark from PDF
	Add Logo to PDF
	Add Watermark in PDF
	Free Remove Watermark from PDF
	Online Remove PDF Watermark
	Watermark PDF Online


            

        
	
          
              PDF Background

          

          
              	Remove Background
	 Create PDF with Transparent Background
	Change Background Color
	Color PDF
	Add Background to PDF


          

      
	
        
            PDF Image

        

        
            	Add Image to PDF
	Add a GIF to PDF
	Flip a PDF Image
	Add PNG to PDF
	Remove PDF Image
	Edit PDF Image
	Paste Image into PDF
	Mirror Image in PDF
	Add Image to PDF Online
	Add Picture to PDF
	Crop Image in PDF
	Manage PDF Layers
	Insert Image to PDF
	Insert Picture into PDF
	Add Photo to PDF
	PDF Image Editor
	Insert Photo into PDF


        

    
	
        
            PDF Text

        

        
            	Edit PDF Text
	Insert Text into PDF
	Increase Font Size
	Edit PDF Font
	Change Font Color
	Copy Text from PDF
	Edit Font Size
	Select Text in PDF
	Delete Text from PDF
	Change Font in PDF
	Edit PDF Text Online
	Change Text Color
	Change Font Size


        

    
	
        
            PDF Link

        

        
            	Add Link to PDF 
	Hyperlinks Not Work in PDF
	Create URL for PDF
	PDF Link to Page
	Embed Video in PDF
	Edit Link in PDF
	Remove Link from PDF
	Create Link for PDF 
	Add Audio to PDF
	Add Video in PDF


        

    
	
        
            PDF Page Numbers

        

        
            	Add Page Numbers to PDF
	Add Header and Footer to PDF
	Remove Footer from PDF
	Add Bates Numbering
	Change Page Numbers in PDF
	Insert Page Number in PDF
	Start Page Number on Page 3
	 Add Page Numbers Online


        

    
	
        
            Translate PDF

        

        
            	Translate PDF
	Translate Scanned Document
	Google Translate PDF
	English to Hindi
	English to French
	French to English
	English to Spanish
	Spanish to English
	Japanese to English
	German to English


        

    


      Try It Free    Try It Free  Try It Free
    

  

        
         
      

    
    
    
      
    
    
      
        Other popular articles from Wondershare

        

      

    
    

  






  
    
      
        
              

          
            
              
                
                  Hero Products

                  
                    
                      
                    
                  

                
                
                  	Filmora
	UniConverter
	Recoverit
	Dr.Fone
	PDFelement
	FamiSafe
	All Products


                

              

              
                
                  Wondershare

                  
                    
                      
                    
                  

                
                
                  	Creative Center
	About Us
	Newsroom
	Global Presence
	Founder's Speech
	Careers
	Education


                

              

              
                
                  Help Center

                  
                    
                      
                    
                  

                
                
                  	Contact Us
	Video Community
	Support Center
	Activation & Registration
	Account


                

              

              
                
                  Group member

                  
                    
                      
                    
                  

                
                
                  	    
	    

Follow us

                    
                    	 
                        
                          
                        
                         
                        
                          
                        
                         
                        
                          
                        
                         
                        
                          
                        
                         
                        
                          
                          
                          
                        
                         


                  
                

              

            

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
          
             Terms and Conditions Privacy Cookies License Agreement Refund Policy Uninstall 

            
               Copyright ©  
                 
                Wondershare. All rights reserved. The order process, tax issue, and invoicing to end users are conducted by Wondershare Technology Group Co., Ltd. 

            

          

          
             
              
                
              
              English 
              
                
                  
                
              

            
             
              English 
              Arabic - العربية 
              Chinese - 简体中文 
              Chinese Traditional - 繁體中文 
              French - Français 
              German - Deutsch 
              Indonesian - Bahasa Indonesia 
              Italian - Italiano 
              Japanese - 日本語 
              Korean - 한국어 
              Portuguese - Português 
              Spanish - Español 
              Russian-Русский
            

          

        

      

    

  
  
  


































  
  
    
      
        
          
            
            
              Get started with PDFelement today.

              Smart PDF solution, simplified by AI.

            

          

          
            
              Free Download
            
            
              Free Download
            
            
              Free Download
            
            
              Free Download
            
            Pricing
            Pricing
            Pricing
            Pricing
          

        

      

    

  

  



